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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
REPRESENTING CHANGES IN SHAPE AND
LOCATION OF ORGAN IN RESPIRATION
CYCLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C.
§119(a) of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0013493,
filed on Feb. 6, 2013, in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office, the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein
by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to methods and appara-
tuses for generating a model representing deformation of a
shape and a location of an organ in a respiration cycle.

2. Description of the Related Art

A high-intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU) treatment is
an operation technique to remove and treat a tumor by radi-
ating HIFU to a tumor part (focus) to be treated and causing
focal destruction or necrosis of tumor tissue.

Removing a lesion by using the HIFU is a widely used
treatment techniques because it is possible to treat a human
body without directly cutting into it. When the HIFU is radi-
ated to the lesion from outside of the human body, a location
of the lesion changes due to movement of the human body.
For example, if a patient respires during therapy, the location
of'the lesion changes depending on respiration. Thus, a loca-
tion (focus) to which the HIFU is radiated should also change.
A method of tracking the location of the lesion that is changed
by the movement of the human body and radiating the HIFU
has been studied.

The location of an organ changes depending on respiration
and thus a shape of the organ also changes, i.e., thereis aclose
relation between the respiration and changes in the location
and shape of the organ. In addition, since the respiration
changes periodically, it is possible to estimate current loca-
tions of the organ and the lesion by using respiration signals
of'a patient if locations of the organ and the lesion depending
on the respiration of the patient are known before therapy.

However, diagnostic images, such as, for example mag-
netic resonance (MR) or computed tomography (CT) images
are captured at the full expiration (FE) and at the full inspi-
ration (FI) of the patient to obtain changes in the location and
shape of the organ depending on a change in the respiration of
the patient. In this case, there are some cases where diagnostic
images, such as, for example the desired MR or CT images
are not obtained because the patient fails to temporarily stop
respiration or a proper time period in which a contrast
medium stays in a blood vessel cannot be calculated.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determin-
ing the scope of the claimed subject matter.

In one general aspect, a method of generating a model, the
method including generating a first model representing a
change in the location or the shape of the region of interest
during the respiration cycle, using diagnostic images that are
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obtained at two points of time in the respiration cycle and that
represent the region of interest; extracting shape information
of one or more tissues included in the region of interest at a
shape information extractor, using a 3D ultrasound image that
is obtained at one point of time in the respiration cycle;
determining a characteristic point of the 3D ultrasound image
corresponding to a characteristic point of the first model by
matching the first model with the extracted shape informa-
tion; and generating a second model by updating the first
model with the determined characteristic point.

The extracting of the shape information may include per-
forming a flatness test to determine whether the tissue is flat or
a vesselness test to determine whether the tissue has a tube
shape, and extracting shape information ofthe tissue from the
3D ultrasound image.

The tissue may include a diaphragm or a blood vessel.

The determining of the characteristic point may include
performing rigid registration on the first model and the
extracted shape information; performing non-rigid registra-
tion by using a result of the rigid registration; and determining
the characteristic point by using a result of the non-rigid
registration.

The generating of the second model may include calculat-
ing a physical property of a tissue included in the region of
interest, using the diagnostic images; matching the character-
istic point with a vertex of the first model, by using the
physical property; and generating the second model by using
a result of the matching.

The generating of the first model may include segmenting
surface information of the tissue that is represented on each of
the diagnostic images; and performing interpolation by using
the segmented surface information.

The tissue may include a lesion.

The two points of time in the respiration cycle may be a full
inspiration time and a full expiration time.

In another general aspect, an apparatus for generating a
model, the apparatus including a first model generator con-
figured to generate a first model representing a change in a
location or a shape of a region of interest during a respiration
cycle, using diagnostic images that are obtained at two points
of'time in the respiration cycle and that represent the region of
interest; a shape information extractor configured to extract
shape information of one or more tissues included in the
region of interest, using a 3D ultrasound image that is
obtained at one point of time in the respiration cycle; a char-
acteristic point determiner configured to determine a charac-
teristic point of the 3D ultrasound image corresponding to a
characteristic point of the first model; and a second model
generator configured to generate a second model by updating
the first model with the determined characteristic point.

The shape information extractor may be configured to per-
form a flatness test to determine whether the tissue is flat or a
vesselness test to determine whether the tissue has a tube
shape, and to extract shape information of the tissue from the
3D ultrasound image.

The tissue may include a diaphragm or a blood vessel.

The characteristic point determiner may be configured to
perform rigid and non-rigid registration on the first model and
the extracted shape information and to determine the charac-
teristic point by using results of the rigid and non-rigid reg-
istration.

The second model generator may be configured to calcu-
late a physical property of a tissue included in the region of
interest by using the diagnostic images, match the character-
istic point with a vertex of the first model by using the calcu-
lated physical property, and generate the second model using
a result of the matching.
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The first model generator may be configured to segments
surface information of a tissue that is represented on each of
the diagnostic images and perform interpolation by using the
segmented surface information.

The tissue may include a lesion.

The two points of time in the respiration cycle may be a full
inspiration time and a full expiration time.

A storage may be configured to store the first model and the
second model.

Other features and aspects will be apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of an image
processing apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of how a first
model generating unit operates.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a conceptual view of Hes-
sian matrix analysis that a shape information extracting unit
performs as a process of a flatness test.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a conceptual view of Hes-
sian matrix analysis that a shape information extracting unit
performs through a vesselness test.

FIGS. 5A to 5C are diagrams illustrating conceptual sche-
matic views of rigid registration and non-rigid registration
which a characteristic point determining unit performs.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of an environ-
ment and system using a model generating system.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a method of generating a
model representing changes in a shape and a location of a
region of interest in a human body.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is provided to assist the reader in
gaining a comprehensive understanding of the methods,
apparatuses, and/or systems described herein. Accordingly,
various changes, modifications, and equivalents of the meth-
ods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Also, descriptions
of well-known functions and constructions may be omitted
for increased clarity and conciseness.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of an image
processing device 20. Referring to FIG. 1, the image process-
ing device 20 includes a first model generating unit 210, a
shape information extracting unit 220, a characteristic point
determining unit 230, a second model generating unit 240,
and a storage unit 250. Only components related to the
present example are shown in the image processing device 20
of FIG. 1. Thus, those of ordinary skill in the art may under-
stand that general components other than components shown
in FIG. 1 may be further included. For example, the image
processing device 20 may include an interface unit (not illus-
trated). The interface unit may be responsible for inputting
and outputting input information regarding a user and an
image. The interface unit may include a network module for
connection to a network and a universal serial bus (USB) host
module for forming a data transfer channel with a mobile
storage medium, depending on a function of the image pro-
cessing device 20. In addition, the interface unit includes an
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input/output device such as a mouse, a keyboard, a touch
screen, a monitor, a speaker, and a software module for run-
ning the input/output device.

In addition, the first model generating unit 210, the shape
information extracting unit 220, the characteristic point deter-
mining unit 230, the second model generating unit 240, and
the storage unit 250 of the image processing device 20 shown
in FIG. 1 may correspond to one or a plurality of processing
devices. A processing device may be implemented using one
or more general-purpose or special purpose computers, such
as, for example, a processor, a controller and an arithmetic
logic unit, a digital signal processor, a microcomputer, a field
programmable array, a programmable logic unit, a micropro-
cessor or any other device capable of responding to and
executing instructions in a defined manner. The processor
may be implemented as an array of numerous logic gates and
may also be implemented as a combination of a general-
purpose microprocessor with a memory unit that stores a
program that may be executed by the microprocessor. The
processing device may run an operating system (OS) and one
or more software applications that run on the OS. The pro-
cessing device also may access, store, manipulate, process,
and create data in response to execution of the software. For
purpose of simplicity, the description of a processing device is
used as singular; however, one skilled in the art will appreci-
ated that a processing device may include multiple processing
elements and multiple types of processing elements. For
example, a processing device may include multiple proces-
sors or a processor and a controller. In addition, different
processing configurations are possible, such a parallel pro-
cessors. In addition, those of ordinary skill in the art may
understand that the one or more processing devices may be
implemented in other forms of hardware.

The first model generating unit 210 uses diagnostic images,
such as, for example magnetic resonance (MR) images or
computer tomography (CT) images representing a region of
interest (30 of FIG. 6) obtained at two points of time in a
respiration cycle of a subject to generate a first model that
represents a change in a location or a shape of the region of
interest in the respiration cycle. In this case, the two points of
time in the respiration cycle of the subject include a point of
time of the full inspiration (FI) and a point of time of the full
expiration (FE).

For example, the first model generating unit 210 segments
surface information of a tissue that is represented on each of
the diagnostic images, such as, for example an MR or CT
image obtained at the point of time of the F1 or an MR or CT
image obtained at the point of time of the FE. In this case, the
diagnostic image, such as, for example, MR or CT image
indicates an image that includes anatomical information of
tissues forming the region of interest and the tissues may
include lesion tissues. In addition, the first model generating
unit 210 performs interpolation using the segmented surface
information to generate models.

Model means a set of images that represents a deformation
in a location or a shape of the region of interest in the respi-
ration cycle ofthe subject. The first model generating unit 210
may obtain a diagnostic image, such as, for example an MR or
CT image (hereinafter, referred to as an external image (40 of
FIG. 6)) directly from an external image capturing device or
the storage unit 250.

FIG. 2 is diagram illustrating an example of how a first
model generating unit 210 operates. The first model generat-
ing unit 210 segments surface information of tissues that are
included in a region of interest (30 of FIG. 6) represented in an
external image (40 of FIG. 6) obtained at a point of time Mk
of'a Fl in a respiration cycle 2010 of a subject. For example,
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if it is assumed that the region of interest represented in the
external image is a liver 2020 of the subject, the first model
generating unit 210 segments a surface of the liver 2020 and
those of blood vessels 2030 distributed in the liver. In addi-
tion, if a lesion 2040 exists in the liver 2020 of the subject, the
first model generating unit 210 also segments a surface of the
lesion 2040. In this case, the surface may mean an outline of
a tissue. In addition, the first model generating unit 210 seg-
ments surface information of tissues that are included in a
region of interest represented in an external image obtained at
a point of time Mo of a FE in the respiration cycle of the
subject, in the same way as that described above. Since those
skilled in the art may understand how the first model gener-
ating unit 210 segments surface information of tissues repre-
sented in the external image, related detailed descriptions
regarding how to segment will not be provided.

Subsequently, the first model generating unit 210 performs
interpolation using the segmented surface information. For
example, the first model generating unit 210 may perform
interpolation using Bezier curve interpolation and the like.
The first model generating unit 210 performs interpolation
between the surface information pieces segmented from tis-
sues having the same shapes. For example, the first model
generating unit 210 performs interpolation using information
about a surface of the blood vessel 2030 segmented from an
image at the point of time Mk of the FI and information about
the surface of the same blood vessel 2030 segmented from an
image at a point of time Mo of a FE.

Since the first model generating unit 210 performs inter-
polation on the same regions in the two images as described
above, it is possible to generate, for the respiration cycle
2010, a model representing changes in a location and a shape
of an organ or a lesion that is included a region of interest.
Since those skilled in the art may understand how the first
model generating unit 210 performs interpolation (for
example, Bezier curve interpolation), related detailed
descriptions regarding how to segment will not be provided.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the first model generating unit
210 transmits a generated model to the storage unit 250. In
this case, the generated model may have a mesh-shaped
image in which surface information of tissues included in the
region of interest is represented.

Accuracy of the model generated by the first model gener-
ating unit 210 depends on the precision of external images (40
of FIG. 6). Because the external images are obtained at points
of'time of FI and FE, if a subject (e.g. patient) fails to tempo-
rarily stop respiration, it may not be possible to obtain precise
external images at the points of time of the FI and FE. In
addition, if a proper time period for which contrast media
stays in a blood vessel in the subject is not calculated, it may
not be possible to obtain precise external images. In such a
case, a first model generated using imprecise external images
by the first model generating unit 210 may not accurately
represent changes in a shape and a location of a region of
interest in a respiration cycle of a subject. Thus, the image
processing device 20 generates a second model which is
produced by updating the first model using a 3D ultrasound
image obtained at a point of time when the external image is
not precisely obtained. Accordingly, it is possible to accu-
rately generate a model representing changes in a shape and a
location of tissues in a respiration cycle of a subject that form
a region of interest.

The shape information extracting unit 220 uses a 3D ultra-
sound image representing a region of interest obtained at a
point of time in a respiration cycle to extract shape informa-
tion of one or more tissues, such as, for example a diaphragm
or a blood vessel, which is included in the region of interest.
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In addition, the shape information may include information
about a thickness, length, and/or shape of the tissue. In addi-
tion, the point of time in the respiration cycle means a point of
time when the imprecise external image is obtained.

For example, the shape information extracting unit 220
may extract shape information of one or more tissues
included in a region of interest from a 3D ultrasound image
generated using a diagnostic ultrasound probe (10 of FIG. 6).
The 3D ultrasound image may be an image which the diag-
nostic ultrasound probe (10 of FIG. 6) has directly captured,
and an image generating unit (not shown) in the image pro-
cessing device 20 may also generate the 3D ultrasound image
of'aregion of interest using electrical pulse signals transmit-
ted from the diagnostic ultrasound probe (10 of FIG. 6). Since
those skilled in the art may understand how to generate the 3D
ultrasound image, related detailed descriptions regarding
how to generate the 3D ultrasound image will not be pro-
vided. The shape information extracting unit 220 performs a
flatness test to determine whether a tissue is flat or a vessel-
ness test to determine whether the tissue has a tube shape, and
extracts shape information of tissues or vessels from a 3D
ultrasound image.

A diaphragm on a 3D ultrasound image is generally formed
as a plate-shaped surface. The diaphragm on the 3D ultra-
sound image, such as, for example, a 3D B-mode image,
exists across a significantly wide area and the number of
voxels forming the diaphragm is also large. Thus, the shape
information extracting unit 220 may perform a flatness test to
extract information about the diaphragm from the 3D ultra-
sound image. For example, the shape image extracting unit
220 may remove parts except for the diaphragm from the 3D
ultrasound image.

The shape information extracting unit 220 calculates flat-
ness u(v) at each voxel point forming the 3D ultrasound
image through Hessian analysis. In this case, u(v) has the
condition O=u(v)=1.

The shape information extracting unit 220 calculates Hes-
sian matrix H, through Expression 1 below.

Expression 1

In Expression 1 above, the subscript X, y, and z mean
coordinate axes based on any origin point on the 3D ultra-
sound image. Each element forming the matrix is defined as
Expressions 2 and 3 below.

P Gx, o) Expression 2

_ 52
loplv) =" —5°57

# 1(x)

In Expression 2 above, the term I represents a voxel form-
ing the 3D ultrasound image.

1 I Expression 3

v @ro?y’

o]
5; I

Gix, o) =

In Expressions 2 and 3 above, o represents standard devia-
tion.
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Subsequently, the shape information extracting unit 220
uses the calculated Hessian matrix H to calculate eigen
values (A, A,, A;) corresponding to directional components
of an eigen vector of the Hessian matrix H through eigen
decomposition.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a conceptual view of Hes-
sian matrix analysis that a shape information extracting unit
220 performs as a process of a flatness test.

If any voxel point v considered as a flat image exists on a
3D ultrasound image 310, the eigen values at the point 320 are
as follows. The eigen value A, meaning a variation in a normal
direction becomes largest, the remaining eigen values A, and
A, meaning variations in horizontal directions becomes val-
ues that are close to substantially zero at the point 320. Thus,
the flatness u(v) calculated by the shape information extract-
ing unit 220 is the same as Expression 4 below.

u()=01(MP2(V 3 (V) P3,0x(V)

In Expression 4 above, ¢,(v), ¢,(v) and ¢5(v) are respec-
tively defined as Expressions 5 to 7 below.

Expression 4

Expression 5

A(v) )2

mm:@—MM

Expression 6

) )2

B =(1-T 5

Expression 7

g3) = Y 07

Referring back to FIG. 1, the shape information extracting
unit 220 may consider voxel points with a larger value than a
certain threshold at each voxel point forming the 3D ultra-
sound image, as voxel points representing the diaphragm, by
using the flatness u(v) calculated through the above-de-
scribed Hessian matrix analysis. That is, the shape informa-
tion extracting unit 220 may remove voxel points with a
smaller value than a certain threshold at each voxel point
forming the 3D ultrasound image, through the flatness test.

In addition, a blood vessel on the 3D ultrasound image
generally has a straight line shape and a tube-shaped surface.
Inaddition, the blood vessel on the 3D ultrasound image, such
as, for example in a 3D B-mode image, exists over a signifi-
cantly wide area and the number of voxels forming the blood
vessel is also large. Thus, the shape information extracting
unit 220 may perform a vesselness test to extract information
about the blood vessel from the 3D ultrasound image. For
example, the shape information extracting unit 220 may
remove parts other than the blood vessel from the 3D ultra-
sound image.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a conceptual view of Hes-
sian matrix analysis that a shape information extracting unit
220 performs through a vesselness test. The shape informa-
tion extracting unit 220 performs the vesselness test on voxels
forming a 3D ultrasound image in a manner similar to how the
flatness test is performed. The shape information extracting
unit 220 calculates the eigen values of the Hessian matrix
described above to perform the vesselness test.

Ifa3D ultrasound image 410 has a voxel point n considered
as a straight line-shaped image, sizes of the eigen values at the
voxel point 420 are as follows. The eigen value A, meaning a
variation in a moving direction of a straight line becomes
smallest, and the other eigen values A, and A, meaning varia-
tions in the other directions have very large values as com-
pared to the eigen value A;.
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Thus, if the size of the smallest eigen value A, at a specific
voxel point n is smaller than a predefined threshold, the shape
information extracting unit 220 may determine that the voxel
point has one directionality, and may thus consider that the
voxel point 420 belongs to a blood vessel. The shape infor-
mation extracting unit 220 may remove, through the vessel-
ness test, voxel points having larger values than a certain
threshold at each voxel point that forms the 3D ultrasound
image.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the shape information extracting
unit 220 transmits the extracted shape information to the
characteristic point determining unit 230. In addition, the
shape information extracting unit 220 may also transmit the
extracted shape information to the storage unit 250. The
extracted shape information means an image in which parts
other than a part representing a shape of an extracted tissue
have been removed from the 3D ultrasound image.

The characteristic point determining unit 230 determines a
characteristic point on the 3D ultrasound image correspond-
ing to a characteristic point of a first model through the
matching of the first model with the extracted shape informa-
tion. For example, the characteristic point determining unit
230 matches the first model transmitted from the storage unit
250 with shape information transmitted from the shape infor-
mation extracting unit 220 to determine the characteristic
point on the 3D ultrasound image that corresponds to the
characteristic point of the first model. The characteristic point
determining unit 230 may obtain information about a location
where a characteristic point corresponding to that of the first
model exists on the 3D ultrasound image.

The characteristic point determining unit 230 performs
rigid registration of the first model with the shape information
and performs non-rigid registration using a rigid matched
result. In addition, the characteristic point determining unit
230 determines the characteristic point of the 3D ultrasound
image using a result of the non-rigid registration.

FIGS. 5A to 5C are diagrams illustrating conceptual sche-
matic views of rigid registration and non-rigid registration
which a characteristic point determining unit 230 performs.

Referring to FIGS. 5A to 5C, reference numerals 510, 530,
and 550 represent examples of a shape of a given part of a first
model, and reference numerals 520, 540, 560 represent
examples of a shape of a tissue corresponding to the given part
of the first model that is extracted from a 3D ultrasound
model. The figures shown in FIGS. 5A to 5C are just
examples for explaining operations performed by the charac-
teristic point determining unit 230 and do not mean shape
information extracted from the first model or the 3D ultra-
sound image. Although reference numerals 510 to 560 of
FIG. 5 are represented by figures formed from lines that are
shape information extracted from the first model or the 3D
ultrasound image, they may be a set of points that have a mesh
shape.

First, referring to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the characteristic point
determining unit 230 performs rigid registration of the first
model with shape information. The characteristic point deter-
mining unit 230 roughly matches shape information 520 with
a location of a first model 510 through rotation, scaling, and
parallel translation of the shape information 520. For
example, the characteristic point determining unit 230 may
use an algorithm, such as, for example, an iterative closest
point (ICP) algorithm to roughly match the shape information
520 with the location of the first model 510. In this case, the
ICP algorithm is an algorithm that rotates, parallel-translates
and scales some images with respect to one image to align
subjects in a plurality of images. “Iterative point matching for
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matching of free-form curves and surfaces” (written by
Zhengyou Zhang) provides a detailed description of the ICP
algorithm.

Referring to FIG. 5B, if the characteristic point determin-
ing unit 230 performs only rigid registration, the first model
530 and the shape information may not be accurately
matched. Thus, the characteristic determining unit 230 may
perform non-rigid registration using a result of the rigid-
registration to accurately match the first model with the shape
information 540. The characteristic point determining unit
230 performs non-rigid registration by deforming character-
istic points forming the shape information 540 to correspond
to those forming the first model. For example, the character-
istic point determining unit 230 may perform non-rigid reg-
istration using Expression 8 below.

A= argminz |f(x, A) —cl(x, T)| Expression 8

xes§

In Expression 8 above, the term f(x, A) has a relation

N
flx, A) = Z (wie(llx = y;I1) +co +c1x1 + caxy +c3%3 — .
=

In this case, the parameter A={w,, . .., Wy, Cg, €1, C5, C5 }, and
the parameter x means one of a set of points S to be deformed
and matched, where x=(x,, X,, X;). For example, the param-
eter X means any one of a set of points forming the shape
information 540 shown in FIG. 5B.

The term cI(x, T) means a coordinate of a point closestto a
set of points T forming a model based on the parameter x. For
example, the term cI(x, T) means a point closest to the param-
eter x among a set of points forming the first model 530 shown
in FIG. 5B.

In the relation above, the term ¢(||x-v||) is defined by
Expression 9 below.

Py ih=—exp(b-y) Expression 9

Referring to FIG. 5C, the characteristic point determining
unit 230 may use a matched result of the first model 550 with
the shape information 560 to obtain information about a char-
acteristic point on a 3D ultrasound image corresponding to a
characteristic point of the first model using the matched result
of'the first model 550 with the shape information 560. Infor-
mation about the characteristic point means information
about a location where a characteristic point exists on the 3D
ultrasound image.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the characteristic point determin-
ing unit 230 transmits information about a determined char-
acteristic point to the second model generating unit 240. The
characteristic point determining unit 230 may also transmit
information about the determined characteristic point to the
storage unit 250.

The second model generating unit 240 uses an obtained
characteristic point to generate a second model, which is an
update of the first model. For example, the second model
generating unit 240 may use information about the character-
istic point transmitted from the characteristic point determin-
ing unit 230 to generate the second model that is an update of
the first model transmitted from the storage unit 250.

First, the second model generating unit 240 uses external
images (40 of FIG. 6) to calculate a physical property of a
tissue that is included in a region of interest (30 of FIG. 6).
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The second model generating unit 240 receives external
images (40 of FIG. 6) from the storage unit 250 and calculates
a physical property for a deformation of the first model. The
physical property may be a property such as, for example
what impact do forces applied to a specific tissue represented
on the external image have on surrounding tissues or the
physical property may be elasticity of a tissue. Subsequently,
the second model generating unit 240 matches a characteris-
tic point with a vertex of the first model. In this case, the
characteristic point is one point on a 3D ultrasound image
obtained by the characteristic point determining unit 230. For
example, the second model generating unit 240 may use a
result of the non-rigid registration to determine which point
the characteristic point corresponds to among points forming
the first model.

Subsequently, the second model generating unit 240 uses
the matched result to generate the second model. For
example, the second model generating unit 240 may reflect a
physical property in the matched result to generate the second
model that is an update of the first model.

Since the second model generating unit 240 calculates a
physical property of a tissue that is included in a region of
interest (30 of FIG. 6), it is possible to know how some points
in the region of interest are deformed (e.g. where other points
except for a characteristic point moves to) when any one point
(e.g. a characteristic point) in the region of interest moves.
Thus, the second model generating unit 240 may generate a
second model in which information about the region of inter-
est represented on a 3D ultrasound image is reflected on the
basis of the first model. The information about the region of
interest means changes in a shape and a location of the region
of interest.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of an environ-
ment and system using a model generating system 1. The
model generating system 1 includes a diagnostic ultrasound
probe 10 and an image processing device 20. The model
generating system 1 may further include an image display
device 50 or a treatment-purpose ultrasound probe 60 (Ultra-
sound Probe). The model generating system 1 shown in FIG.
6 includes only components related to the present example.
Thus, those skilled in the art may understand that general
components other than those shown in FIG. 6 may be further
included. For example, the model generating system 1 may
include an interface unit (not illustrated). The interface unit
may be responsible for inputting and outputting input infor-
mation regarding a user and an image. The interface unit may
include a network module for connection to a network and a
universal serial bus (USB) host module for forming a data
transfer channel with a mobile storage medium, depending on
a function of the model generating system 1. In addition, the
interface unit includes an input/output device such as a
mouse, a keyboard, a touch screen, a monitor, a speaker, and
a software module for running the input/output device.

In addition, the model generating system 1 shown in FIG.
6 may include the image processing device 20 shown in FIG.
1, and the descriptions that relate to FIG. 1 may also be
applicable to the model generating system 1 shown in FIG. 6.

The Ultrasound Probe 60 radiates ultrasound waves for
treatment such as high intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU),
to a lesion in the region of interest 30 of a subject. The image
processing device 20 may further include a treatment-pur-
pose ultrasound generating unit (not shown) that generates
ultrasound waves for treatment to radiate the ultrasound
waves to a lesion using a generated second model. The Ultra-
sound Probe 60 may radiate the ultrasound waves for treat-
ment to a lesion using a signal transmitted from the treatment-
purpose ultrasound generating unit (not shown).
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The image display device 50 displays a first model image,
a 3D ultrasound image or a second model image that is gen-
erated from the image processing device 20. The image dis-
play device 50 includes all display devices, such as, for
example, a display panel, as a liquid crystal display (LCD), a
light-emitting diode (LED) display, a plasma display panel
(PDP), a screen, a terminal, and a monitor that are provided at
the model generating system 1. A screen may be a physical
structure that includes one or more hardware components that
provide the ability to render a user interface and/or receive
user input. The screen can encompass any combination of
display region, gesture capture region, a touch sensitive dis-
play, and/or a configurable area. The screen can be embedded
in the hardware or may be an external peripheral device that
may be attached and detached from the apparatus. The dis-
play may be a single-screen or a multi-screen display. A
single physical screen can include multiple displays that are
managed as separate logical displays permitting different
content to be displayed on separate displays although part of
the same physical screen. Information about the region of
interest obtained from the image processing device 20 is
provided to a user through the image display device 50, and
may thus be used for recognizing a change in a status, a
location, or a shape of a tissue.

FIG. 7 is a diagrams illustrating a method of generating a
model representing changes in a shape and a location of a
region of interest in a human body. The operations in FIG. 7
may be performed in the sequence and manner as shown,
although the order of some operations may be changed or
some of the operations omitted without departing from the
spirit and scope of the illustrative examples described. Many
of the operations shown in FIG. 7 may be performed in
parallel or concurrently.

Referring to FIG. 7, a method of tracking a change in an
organ includes operations that are time-series processed by
the image processing device 20 of FIG. 1 or the model gen-
erating system 1 of FIG. 6. Thus, descriptions provided above
with respect to the image processing device 20 of FIG. 1 or the
model generating system 1 of FIG. 6 may also be applicable
to the method of generating the model of FIG. 7.

In operation 710, the first model generating unit 210 uses
diagnostic images, such as MR images or CT images repre-
senting a region of interest 30 obtained at two points of time
in a respiration cycle of a subject to generates a first model
representing a change in a location of a shape of the region of
interest 30 in the respiration cycle. In this case, the two points
of time in the respiration cycle of the subject mean points of
time with FI and FE in the respiration cycle.

In operation 720, the shape information extracting unit 220
uses a 3D ultrasound image representing the region of interest
obtained at one point of time in the respiration cycle to extract
shape information of one or more tissues, such as a diaphragm
or a blood vessel, which are included in the region of interest
30. In addition, the shape information may include informa-
tion about a thickness, a length, and a shape of the tissue. In
addition, one point of time in the respiration cycle means a
point of time when the external image is not precisely
obtained.

In operation 730, the characteristic point determining unit
230 determines a characteristic point on the 3D ultrasound
image corresponding to a characteristic point of a first model
through the matching of the first model with the extracted
shape information. The characteristic point determining unit
230 performs rigid registration of the first model with the
shape information and performs non-rigid registration using a
result of the rigid registration. The characteristic point deter-
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mining unit 230 determines the characteristic point of the 3D
ultrasound image using a result of the non-rigid registration.

In operation 740, the second model generating unit 240
uses the determined characteristic point to generate a second
model that is an update of the first model.

As described above, the image processing device 20 may
generate a model that accurately reflects a shape and a loca-
tion of an organ in a human body that change according to a
respiration cycle of a patient. In addition, since the image
processing device 20 tracks a change of the organ using
characteristics that may be clearly identified from the 3D
ultrasound image, a noise-resistant track is possible. Because
the image processing device 20 accurately tracks the change
in the organ in a patient’s body, depending on respiration, it is
possible to enhance the accuracy of therapy and reduce a
therapy time period if the device is applied to HIFU, radiation
therapy, etc.

The methods described above can be written as a computer
program, a piece of code, an instruction, or some combination
thereof, for independently or collectively instructing or con-
figuring the processing device to operate as desired. Software
and data may be embodied permanently or temporarily in any
type of machine, component, physical or virtual equipment,
computer storage medium or device that is capable of provid-
ing instructions or data to or being interpreted by the process-
ing device. The software also may be distributed over network
coupled computer systems so that the software is stored and
executed in a distributed fashion. In particular, the software
and data may be stored by one or more non-transitory com-
puter readable recording mediums. The non-transitory com-
puter readable recording medium may include any data stor-
age device that can store data that can be thereafter read by a
computer system or processing device. Examples of the non-
transitory computer readable recording medium include read-
only memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM), CD-
ROMs, magnetic tapes, USBs, floppy disks, hard disks,
optical recording media (e.g., CD-ROMs, or DVDs), and PC
interfaces (e.g., PCI, PCl-express, Wil1i, etc.). In addition,
functional programs, codes, and code segments for accom-
plishing the example disclosed herein can be construed by
programmers skilled in the art based on the flow diagrams and
block diagrams of the figures and their corresponding
descriptions as provided herein.

The apparatuses and units described herein may be imple-
mented using hardware components. The hardware compo-
nents may include, for example, controllers, sensors, proces-
sors, generators, drivers, and other equivalent electronic
components. The hardware components may be implemented
using one or more general-purpose or special purpose com-
puters, such as, for example, a processor, a controller and an
arithmetic logic unit, a digital signal processor, a microcom-
puter, a field programmable array, a programmable logic unit,
amicroprocessor or any other device capable of responding to
and executing instructions in a defined manner. The hardware
components may run an operating system (OS) and one or
more software applications that run on the OS. The hardware
components also may access, store, manipulate, process, and
create data in response to execution of the software. For
purpose of simplicity, the description of a processing device is
used as singular; however, one skilled in the art will appreci-
ated that a processing device may include multiple processing
elements and multiple types of processing elements. For
example, a hardware component may include multiple pro-
cessors or a processor and a controller. In addition, different
processing configurations are possible, such a parallel pro-
Cessors.
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A number of examples have been described above. Never-
theless, it will be understood that various modifications may
be made. For example, suitable results may be achieved if the
described techniques are performed in a different order and/or
if components in a described system, architecture, device, or
circuit are combined in a different manner and/or replaced or
supplemented by other components or their equivalents.
Accordingly, other implementations are within the scope of
the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, performed by a processor, of generating a
model, the method comprising:

generating a first model representing a change in the loca-

tion or the shape of the region of interest during the
respiration cycle, using diagnostic images that are
obtained at two points of time in the respiration cycle
and that represent the region of interest, wherein the
diagnostic images are magnetic resonance (MR) images
or computed tomography (CT) images or a combination
thereof;

extracting shape information of one or more tissues

included in the region of interest at a shape information
extractor, using a 3D ultrasound image that is obtained at
one point of time in the respiration cycle;

determining a characteristic point of the 3D ultrasound

image corresponding to a characteristic point of the first
model by matching the first model with the extracted
shape information; and

generating a second model by updating the first model with

the determined characteristic point.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the extracting of the
shape information comprises performing a flatness test to
determine whether the tissue is flat or a vesselness test to
determine whether the tissue has a tube shape, and extracting
shape information of the tissue from the 3D ultrasound image.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the tissue comprises a
diaphragm or a blood vessel.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining of the
characteristic point comprises:

performing rigid registration on the first model and the

extracted shape information;

performing non-rigid registration by using a result of the

rigid registration; and

determining the characteristic point by using a result of the

non-rigid registration.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating of the
second model comprises:

calculating a physical property of a tissue included in the

region of interest, using the diagnostic images;
matching the characteristic point with a vertex of the first
model, by using the physical property; and

generating the second model by using a result of the match-

ing.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating of the
first model comprises:

segmenting surface information of the tissue that is repre-

sented on each of the diagnostic images; and
performing interpolation by using the segmented surface
information.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein the tissue comprises a
lesion.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the two points of time in
the respiration cycle comprise a full inspiration time and a full
expiration time.

9. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
having a program comprising instructions that perform the
method of claim 1 when executed by a computer.

10. An apparatus, comprising a processor, for generating a
model, the apparatus comprising:

a first model generator configured to generate a first model
representing a change in a location or a shape of a region
of interest during a respiration cycle, using diagnostic
images that are obtained at two points of time in the
respiration cycle and that represent the region of interest,
wherein the diagnostic images are magnetic resonance
(MR) images or computed tomography (CT) images or
a combination thereof;

a shape information extractor configured to extract shape
information of one or more tissues included in the region
of interest, using a 3D ultrasound image that is obtained
at one point of time in the respiration cycle;

a characteristic point determiner configured to determine a
characteristic point of the 3D ultrasound image corre-
sponding to a characteristic point of the first model; and

a second model generator configured to generate a second
model by updating the first model with the determined
characteristic point.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the shape informa-
tion extractor is configured to perform a flatness test to deter-
mine whether the tissue is flat or a vesselness test to determine
whether the tissue has a tube shape, and to extract shape
information of the tissue from the 3D ultrasound image.

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the tissue com-
prises a diaphragm or a blood vessel.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the characteristic
point determiner is configured to perform rigid and non-rigid
registration on the first model and the extracted shape infor-
mation and to determine the characteristic point by using
results of the rigid and non-rigid registration.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the second model
generator is configured to calculate a physical property of a
tissue included in the region of interest by using the diagnos-
tic images, matches the characteristic point with a vertex of
the first model by using the calculated physical property, and
generate the second model using a result of the matching.

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the first model
generator is configured to segment surface information of a
tissue that is represented on each of the diagnostic images and
to perform interpolation by using the segmented surface
information.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the tissue com-
prises a lesion.

17. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the two points of
time in the respiration cycle comprise a full inspiration time
and a full expiration time.

18. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a storage
configured to store the first model and the second model.
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